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Dr. P.N. Varma - The Homoeopathv Veteran in His Own Riqht

The evening of 5th November 2018 shook the homoeopathy community with the sad news of demise of

Homoeopatlhy veteran Dr. P. N. Varma. lf there will ever be a mention of the progression of Homoeopathy
in lndia, Dr. Paras Nath Varma will be among the few who deserve the foremost mentions. Hailing from

Bihar, where he was born in 1937, Dr. Varma was the son of a homoeopath, Dr. A.L. varma, who actively

struggled for recognition of Homoeopathy in lndia.

Dr. P. N. Varma was associated with the development of homoeopathy since 1962. His academic

accomplishments range from B. Sc. from Patna University, where he secured the top positlon with a gold

medal, to M.Sc. (Tech) Pharmaceutics from the University of Kolkata and eventually post-graduation in

Homoeopathy. His inspiration for devoting himself to Homoeopdlhy made him understand it from various

angles and iris qualification in Pharmaceutics helped him understand the pharmaceutical aspect of
hoiroeopathic drugs in a very able manner. He eventually, and deservedly so, became the authority for
all the matters relited to homoeopathic drugs, evalualion of drug standardization processes, as well as

Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP). He was the last word for statutory quality control of homoeopathic
medicines. Given liis vast knowledge and command on homoeopathy drugs, Dr. Varma was rightly

appointed as the Founder-Director of Homoeopalhic Pharmacopeia Laboratory (HPL), Ghaziabad in

1b7S. He has written several books. Even in hisoldage, hewas associated with many lndian and foreign

technical organizations.

Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH) shares a special bond with Dr. Varma, as he held

the prestigious post of Director ofthe Council since its inception in 1978, to 1981. His contributions to the

Council ais Director have been innumerable and range from successfully constituting the first ever

Governing Body and Scientific Advisory Committee of CCRH. He has also been instrumental in the
preparation of over 1000 drug monographs for Homoeopathic Pharmacopeia of lndia, which is spread in

iO volumes. His expe(ise also guided several Homoeopathic Pharmacopeia and Drug Standardisation
Committees, in which he contributed in evolution of parameters of standardization.

The staff and scientists of CCRH remember him as an effective administrator, an ardent director and a

passionate leader of the Council's team. He was a veteran in his own right who created his own destiny

and paved way for the progression of Homoeopathy in more ways than one.

I shall dearly miss him not only as my guide in several decisions, but also as a true source of inspiration

who led by example and taught that there is no limit to how high you can go, if you wholeheartedly work

for a cause. To this eternal soul, I bow in gratitude. May his inspirational life always inspire us to do our
best for our profession.
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